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now gencer. 
nS. Sir, 
bistet [have read with much pleasure the 
ow i baer Historic View or THe Pro- 
Pus ness OF THE GOSPEL, which you have 
ill of publ ished. I have also been in the 
With hab it of reading the Reports, given*to 
‘ant, the public by the various Missionary, 
fn Bible, and other Charitable Societies. 
in the course of this reading some 
me thoughts have occurred to me, which 
nits J now trausmit to you for publication ; 
° - with the hope, that they will net be 
the uninteresting, ner unp olitabieto your 
ant reader's. 
all From the sources of information, 
tre mentioned above, it is evident, that 
the avery great change has lateiy taken 
ck piace in the world, with respect to the 
unportant subject ‘of Religion. ‘The 
dij prine ipal particulars of this change I 
siiall take the liberty briefly to state. 
: 1, Religion itself has been greatly ex- 
fended. 
The doctrines and precepts of 
a Christianity have been widely spread, 
ia both by the diffusion, and the preach- 
nd ing, of the Gospel. Multitudes have 
ir hecome acquainted with them, who 
ry have never known them before; - 
- in very many places they have bee 
preached, and believed, “with an a 
. proximation to their purity, much 
C- nearer, than during past periods of 
S consideravle length, particularly, min- 
: isters of various denominations have 
. in great numbers departed from two 
, unhappy, not to say fatal, modes of 


preaching; and adopted in ‘their stead 
3 that, which is Seriptural. One of the 
, modes, to which I refer, is an exhili- 
tion of "External reli gious services.as ob- 
jects of safe reliance Y for salvation; as 
the amount of all, that is necessary 
to be done by mankind, in order to 
become followers of the Redeemer, 
and heirs of eternal life. The ether 
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is a weekly presentation to worshipping 
assemblies of a Morality in no respect 
essentially different from that of the hea 
then, as being all, which will be re- 
quired by God at the final day, in or- 
der to the justific? tion, and acceptance 
of sinners. ‘These ‘cold, heartless 
modes of preaching have re ‘igned long, 
and extensively; and have always es- 
tablished those, who were satisfied 
with them, in a state of security, whol- 
lv sinful, and eminentiy dangerous. 
Within a few years past, preachers in 
great and increasing numbers have 
addressed their discourses to the heart; 
and lave taught the absolute necessity 
of cordial repentance, faith, and holi- 
ness, to the attainment of eternal life. 
Such, extensively, is the fact in the 
British Isiands, and in Protestant Eu- 
rope; and such, in.a consicerabie and 
encreasing degree, appears to be the 
fact within the bounds of the Romish 
and Greek Churches. In the mean 
time, the Bible without note or comm ut, 
as your readers well know, has been 
wonderfully diffused, within a few 
years past, throughout many countries 
in the world. The sacred volume, 
which in this manner comes to the 
reader without any gloss, seems inva- 
riably to be understood by the plain 
men in all parts of the earth, by whom 
it is read, inthe very manner, in which 
it is expounded by the last-mentioned 
class of preachers. The religion, 
which these men in every country, 
declare themselves to fi:id in the Serip- 
tures, is that of the heart; and the doc- 
trines, which they every where appear 
to embrace, while guided by the unso- 
phisticated, and unembarrassed !an- 
guage of the Gospel, are those sub- 
stantially, which in every uge of the 
Church have been styled orthodox. "T hey 
are the doctrines of the Reformation; 
the doctrines, which in substance are 
found in the various Protestant creeds, 
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catechisms. and ‘confessions of faith. 
It isa remaxkable fact, and well de- 
Serves the attention of every pious and 
wideed of every sober man, ‘that on the 
one hand all Protesiant Missionaries, 
or very ne arly ail, whether Moravian, 
Lutheran, Swiss, Batavian, Episcopa- 
Han, C ongrega tional, Presbyterian or 
ave entirely harmonized 4 


other that those who have received their 
instrucitons merely from the Sertptures 
themselves, without any aid from 
preachers of anv description, kave tn- 
bibed the saine docirines. 

At the same time Religion itse's, 
(the Religion, I mean, of the heart.) 
has prevailed in a new degree; new 
at ierst, for a century past, in most 
countries, where the measures alrea- 
ay specified have been adopted. In 
some, the prevaience has been great- 
er indeed; and in others, less: but in 
whieh may | be justly styled 
new with respect to each couniry re- 
ferred to, it has existed for some time, 
is now’ inereasing. In the fey 
parts of the world, where the doctrines, 
which I have mentioned, have been 
customarily prescbed, and where Re- 
hvion as a cou mage nce of this fact has 
in a considerable degree customarily 
prevailed, it cught to be delieend, 
these doctrines here been preached 
with more life and spirit, and with 
bore powerful appeals to the con- 
sciences of men. Preachers have been 
less vatistied with acalressing the un- 

derstancing ently. That these obser- 
sare i all true will be so evide nt fo 
him, who has diligently consulted these 
sourcer,shencea!! sound mformation 
coneeripirg tle subject must be deriv- 
ed, as to prec tae the 1 necessity of ci- 
ther proor or illusivation. The Reli- 
gious Int ‘ligencer is especially de- 
sigred to -ommunicate the informa- 
lion, deri. cd from these very sources. 
To its poges therefore I refer your 
readers fir the evidence, which thev 
may wis concerning this subject. 

ll. Tie conse 2quences of this prevta- 
lewe of heligion have elready beconre 
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numerous, great, and 10 Various insiy 
ces delightful. 

The first, and humblest, of these 
which I shall mention, is, that Relizin 
has become an object of more ati ention 
persons, who do +, t even profess ig), 
religious. 

It has become the subject of mop 
cenversation, and of more extend 
and earnest discussion in books, j». 
ery person, who fece extensively 
will see, that this is true in several (, 
reign countries* 1 think IT may ; 
without any exaggeration, in ail , ley 
which have heen mentioned: and ey. 
ry person, who bas an ear to ys 
will know, that it is true in his 
I, who can remember the state of thi 
country during a cousiderable period, 
know from ny owrm experience, thy, 
so far as this period is concerned, it js 
true here. Religion is now a subjeci 
of conversation in many instance, 
and many companies, where during 

an equal period it was hardly mentioie 
oi inone. Nothing could more cer 
tainly prove, that it is regarded wih 
an interest, greatiy mereased, and ev: 
identiy still increasing, 

With 1 respect to foreign connirics, 
the same thing is declared so freques 
ty, and so. decisively, as to leave no 
‘ational doubt. 

2dly. & has become an ol ject of mor 
open Opposition. 

Whenever Christianity 
prevail obviously, and to a considera- 
bie degree, it uniformly excites oppe- 
sition; and that the more sirenuoys, 
and extensive, the more it prevails. 
The human heart is naturally oppe 
sed to the progress of Christianity: 
and this fact will account for nauch et 
the opposition, to which I refer. 3 
will not, however, satisfactorily ¢ 
plain it all. The resistance is often 
found among those, whom we cane! 
rationally deuy to be persons of piety: 
This will undoubtedly seem strang? 
to most men, at first thought; yet by 
a fair examination it, may be easily 

explained. Men of piety have thei 
defects, and faults; and among them 
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many prejudices. ‘These always ope- 
rate favourably towards themselves; 
their opinions; theirfriends; the sect, 
or party to which they are attached; 
the scheme of conduct, which they 
have customarily pursued; and other 
persons, and things, which are espe- 
cially their own. But the peculiar 
preva lence of Religion is often ovigina- 
ted, and carried on, by persons, who are 
not our particular friends, nor even of 
ie seet, or party, to which we are at- 
iached; and who hold doctrines, differ- 
ing in several respects from ours; who 
worship, perhaps, with different forms ; 
aid who hold different opinions con- 
cerning the establishment, commun- 
ion, and discipline of the Church. 
From experience we learn, that few 
men have the wisdom, which is without 
partialiiy, in a sufficient degree to pre- 
vent them from beholding with some 
reluctance men, who diiler from them 
in these respects, appearing evidently 
as the originators, and supporters, 
of a peculiar prevalence of Reli- 
gion. In the great revival of Reli- 
cion, which took place in New-England, 
and many other countries, between 
ihe years 1736 and 1752, a pretty nu- 
merous Class of divines, among whom 
common charity compeis us to believe 
there were many pious men, came 
forth to the public as open and stren- 
"ous opposers. The same thing has 
taken piace in other countries, and at 
other periods; and in all such cases 
few, very few, have been willing to 
adopt the sound advice, given by Ga- 
maliel to the Jewish Sanhedrim. We 
reluctantly admit the belief, that God 
has chosen such instruments to carry 
on his work, in preference to our- 
selves; or that it can be carried on in 
churches, and sects, in several parti- 
culars opposed, and in al!, as we 
We per- 
ceive with some regret these sects 
prospering im this mighty concern, 
while ours, perhaps, is wholly unpros- 
perous; and these men becoming ob- 
jects of attachment, and applause, 
while we are forgotten. 
It is also to be remembered, that in 
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cases of this nature, as, where so ma- 
ny persons of so difierent characters 
are ordinarily concerned, ought to be 
expected, excentricities, and impro- 
prieties, will usually occur. On these, 
all, engaged in such opposition, lay 
hold, and on the one hand, magnify 
them, and on the other attribute them 
to what is called a Revival of Reli- 
gion, as constituent parts of its very 
nature. Hence they pronounce the 
whole a mass of improprieties; and 
nicknaine it Enthusiasm, and Fanati- 
cism. If these persons were to reco!- 
lect for a moment, that, whenever the 
human mind is deeply engaged about 
subjects, which it feels to be highly in- 
teresting to its well-being, itis extreme- 
ly apt to exercise strong, ‘and often 
excessive, emotions; if they were to 
recollect, that this is a case more in- 
teresting, and about which it is often 
more deeply engaged, than any oth- 
er; all these improprieties would be 
sasily explained, even to their minds, 
without attributing them to the al- 
leged Revival of Religion.. Men are 
universally guilty of much more ex- 
travagant and improper conduct in 
their attempts to establish Civil liber- 
ty, than in the pursuit of Religion: 
yet no sober man thinks of charging 
these extravagancies upon the liberty 
itself. As little ought any man to 
charge similar extravagancies upon a 
Revival of Religion. Yet the charge 
always has been, and probably always 
will be, made in greater or less de- 
erees, until it shall be finally swept a- 
way by the Millennium. 

The men, of whom 1 have been 
speaking, lend respectability to tis 
opposition by their character as Chris- 
tians, and Ministers. ‘The enemies of 
Religion contribute to this effect by 
their numbers; their wealth; their 
stations; their intelligence; their man- 
ners; and their influence: for unhap- 
pily, wise men after the flesh, the mighty, 
and the noble, are now, as they were 
formerly, hostile to the Religion of ihe 
Gospel in but too many instances, 
F ar, indeed, is this from being univer- 
sally the fact. Within the last twenty 
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years en unusual number of persons 
of distinction, and these of both sexes, 
have here become, as we have the 
best reason to jndee, possessed cf pie- 
ty. Nor has the b! essing been con- 
fined to Newelingland. Other | sana by 
of the United States have sharved-in it 
to a consilerable extent. Indeed, a 
maliitude of such person is have always 

been found in this country, and varios 
otheis, whenever Religion has been 
provaient. Stillthe number isnot small 
of those, who are hostile to the Neligion 
of the Gespel: and wane manifest their 
hostility, ether by Open opposition to 
its progress, or a coutempiuous Indif- 
ference to its doctrines and precepts, 
not less dangerous to theimselves, nor 
less injurious to the cause ol r.ghteous- 
ness. On the exceniricities, and im- 
propriciies, mentio.ed above, such 
neu usuaily insist with an apparent 
conviction, that they are decisive 
proc {s of fanaticism, and delusian, in 
ail, who profe ssedly becoule sytbje cts 
ol pie tv at such & senson. What is 
said by these inen is itimphantly re- 
iterated by the multitude; and what 
strengih they lack from their igno- 


sance is made up by their urmbers. 


That such opposition to Christiani- 
ty has been increased, during the last 
uwenty years yis unanswerably shown at 
the enaidns im new spapers, pam- 
phiets, books, and, unhappily, at times 
trom tie pulpit itself. So extensive, 
is so evideut, is this — that 

SUP] pots no preof beyend that, which 

su the p she ssi 7 Lot ey ery OSCE ine 
man, will be wished. 

The opposition, here specitied, is 
certainly not «mong the delightful cen- 
sequences of the iucrease of Religion ; 


yet lu several poiuts of view it is of 


no small lnpertance. ‘The only one, 


which [ sha!l mention, is the unan- 
swevable proof, which it furnishes. that 
religion is actuaily increasing. ‘iis 
event ilas invariably been attended 
by just such opposition wherever it 
linsexisted. The only difference is, 
that ja most other countries, and 
ages, it has been carned on by means, 
ent time mioqu can- 


ta which at the pres 
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not resort. There the dungeon and 
thre gibbet, the rack and the w heel, the 
faggot and the cross, resisied, ay 
sometimes efiectualy, the Progiess of 
the Gospel: here it is chiefly confin. 
ed to sopilistry and sneers, ts slander 
and ridicule. ‘Lhe stain of intel. 
gence, laws, and manners ; and parti. 
cwariy the superior knowledge, an¢ 
love, of the Gespei; forbids, in oy 
own and many other Countries the a. 
deption of those weapons of bar}. 
risin, With which Cln ristians have here. 
Ae 3 been assailed; and leaves j: 
opposers to such silts, as they ax 
abie to make, wiih ein which are 
stil in their power. In the use o 
these they cuscover a portion ef the 
split, whica animated their predec 
sors; and prove, in a manver eqi rally 
decisive, the real prevalence of the 
cause, against - hich their attacks ave 
directed. 

‘Lo all persons, engaged in this em: 
pioy ment, | would recommend a sober 
attention to the foliowing passage @ 
Scripture: “ will work, and whe siv 
let it.” 

(To le continued.) 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 

Journal of Abdool Messee, one 
the Readers supported in India by 
the Church Missionary Society. 


Continued from p, 152. 


April 29.—The old man from 
the Tage, referred to on the 1 jth 
instant, has continued to come, and 
to shew great love forthe Word of 
God. He has spoken of Abdo! 
inthe city, to many. with much re- 
spect. In consequence a wealthy 
Mahometan sent to invite Abdool 
yesterday to visithim. On enter- 
ing the house, he found great pre- 
parations for a feast, and many 
assembled. All the party siewed 
him great respect; the master of 
the house, a man advanced in 
years, in particular. After some 
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sine, Abdool said, he understood 
he had sent for him to converse on 
religion; but he perceived that 
they were met for other purposes. 
The master of the house said there 
was no harm in such entertain- 
menis ; and, if he did not entertain 
his guests, they would not came 
again: and asked if he never went 
to Nautches (Dances). Abdool 
said, not since he had been to Cal- 
cutta ; and that from the society of 
such women no good could arise, but 
muchevil, The yougg men seemed 
amused, and the old man too laugh- 
ed. Abdooi said, he no doubt was 
at ease with respect to the pardon 
of his sins, since now in his old age 
he seemed so unconcerned, «* Ah,’ 
said he, * your conversation is 
much more becoming ;” but then, 
&c.—excusing himself as vain 
people do. Abdool soon rose to 
depart. The Mahometan Gentle- 
man asked leave to send a portion 
home with him; which is a usual 
custom among them. Abdool begged 
he would not, as he had enough to 
supply his necessities ; and, espe- 
cially, would not be a partaker in 
such vain entertainments. The 
young man, son of the host, think- 
ing the proposal arose from con- 
siderations of expense, said, ina 
haughty way, that he allowed his 
Kitmudgar (servant) one, hundred 
rupees per month. « Very like- 
ly,” said Abdool; but, for a Fa- 
queer, a blanketsand stuff are suf- 
ficient.” Then wishing them al! 
good evening, he begged them to 
observe, that he came among them 
a Christian, and left them a Chris- 
tian. He was attended to the door, 
and entreated to come again: he 
said, ifthey would send for him to 
read the Gospel to them, he would 
come with pleasure, but not other- 
wise. 
In going to the above house, he 
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called at the Hindoo Merchant's 
where he found also the Faqueer. 
They smiled on his approach ; and 
one said, on his reminding the Fa- 
queer that Collee had net come the 
preceding night, «* True ; you who 
do not believe in these things, they 
have no power over.’’—Abdool : 
«But should they not rather in- 
jure those who do not obey them, 
than you who worship them ?”—~ 
‘« Truc,” said one ; * and tho fact 
is, that they are all nonsense ; but 
our wives and old women would 
plague us to death, if we did not 
obey the idels *—*+ Then,” said 
Abdool, do you yourselves con- 
fess your idols to be folly ?’°—~« We 
do indeed,” said they all.—This 
gave Abdvol an opportunity of 
speaking on the sudject, and they 
begged him oXen to come among 
tiem. 

Sunday, May 2, 1813.—The 
Old Man, from the Tage, came to 
Morning Worship. In the after- 
noon, none of the Native Chris- 
tians attended, but as matiy or 
more ofthe Hindoos and Mahom- 
etans living in the Fort. In the 
evening, a great crowd was col- 
lected without the Fort, and silence 
keptthe whole time. Abdool spoke 
to them on the angel’s annunacia- 
tion of Christ’s birth, A Mahom- 
etan Gentleman, attended by sev- 
eral servants, stood behind Abdoo] 
during the whole discourse, and 
seemcd much in reflection: on go- 
ing away, he saluted Abdool very 
respectfully. The Faqueer, be- 
fore mentioned, was also present : 
and, when the discourse was fin- 
ished, stepped forward, and told 
the people, that Collee had sent 
this man to instruct them What 
a contrast between Collee the De- 
stroyer, and Jesus the Savtour. 

May 4.—The Mahometan Gen- 
tleman, who came to hear Abdo.!.¢ 
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discourse on Sunday, had, it 
scems, reported among his friends 
favourably of what he heard. In 
consequence, three of the chief men 
of the city, with forty or fifty oth- 
er respecta’.le Mahometans, as- 
semblea to-day, and sent a per- 
son to persuade Abdool to come 
and leok at a house to hire. Ab- 


‘dool went; and, in the way, the 


messenger confessed the true rea- 
son of his wishing him to go into 
the city. Abdool went on, nothing 
dismayed. On entering, he sat 
down at the lower end of the room. 
‘They desired him to come up high- 
er. He said, the Gespel taught 
him to take the lowest seat. and 
that his rank did not entitle bim 
to sit beside them. They still de- 
sired he ae come up higher. 
‘LThen.a Molawee, who had hanioew n 
Abdool some years ago, at Luck- 
now, said, ina kind of set dis- 
course, ** See here, Friends, this 
man, who used to fast three times 
a week, and is the son of such and 
such respectable ancestors, las 
forsaken the religion of his fathers ; 
andis an instance of what aman 
will be, when God intends to de- 
stroy him.’ Abdool heard him 
out, and then answered, «If you 
had said, that Satan had deceived 
me with the purpose of destroying 
me, |} might have been silent ; but 
your speech is a reproach upon 
Ged, as if he pnrposely led me in- 
to error. I have, indeed, left all 
my former ways, as you say ; but 
itis as ifa mau should leave off 
idolatry. I have left that idola- 
trous Worship of myself you refer 
to ; and vou should ascribe it to the 
grace of Christ, who has convert- 
ed an idolater.””. The usual ob- 


jections were then discussed at 
great length, and with little heat ; 
hut that, now and then, the natu- 
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ral enmity of the mind would dis. 
cover itself. 

Abdool had taken his New Tes. 
tament, which is his constant com. 
panion; and a copy of St. Mat. 
thew, which one of them received 
publicly. He answered all their 
ne 009g pb by references to the 
New Testament, which made one 
of them say, he would learn He- 
brew that he might search the 0. 
riginal Scriptures. Abdool said, 
« Yes, Satan only desires that you 
should delayg At your time of 
life, vou could scarce attain any 
knowledge of Hebrew before your 
death, and Satan desires you 
should die undecided.” One of the 
chief men at length said, «* Now, 
O Friends! f perceive the day of 
judgement is near, and that [slam 
will notremain. ‘The English will 
take away our faith.” Abdool 
said, « Do not think that any thing 
like force will ever be used 5 for, be 
assured, that is contrary to the 
Gospel.” One said, « True : their 
religion is doubtless a religion of 
good- will, and without oppress- 
ion.” One asked Abdool, « And 
do you intend to visit Delhi ?”’— 
«© Yes,” said he, « when I have op- 
portunity.”—* Then,” said the 
other, «you will afflict many 
there.’-—Abdool; «The Gospel 
forbids to give any pain, and if my 
conversation causes you pain, I 
do not wish you tosend for me a- 
gain.” They all said, « No, no,” 
and wished he would take a house 
near them. 

On rising to come away, after 
three or four heurs’? conversation, 
the Molawee who had known Ab- 
dool at Lucknow, said, « We sent 
for you, because we thought you 
were a worldly man, who had for- 
saken your religion for earthly 
motives ; but, from your preach- 
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g in the Bazar, and your con- 
* rsation just now, we perceive 
ware indeed become a Christian, 
id are lost to us.” ‘The person 
ho had come to hear on Sunday, 

























l dt, nd who had sat silent all the 
to the me, followed Abdool out, and 
de one Paid to him, «* They sent for you 
n He. » ridicule and shame you; but, 
he Q. hank God, no cause ef shame has 
Said been found iu you.” 
it you May 5, 1813.—To-day a Ma- 
le of ometan Physician sent to request 
any hat Addool would visit him in the 
your vening. He accordingly went, 
you aad found him an attendant on the 
the oyal Family at Jondpore. He 
Ow, as leave to visit Agra, owing to 
> of sickness in his family, which re- 
lam equired change of air. He had 
will ward of Abdsol’s conversation 
00] esterday, and could not believe 
ing le was the person he pretended to 
be be. He offered to bet 2000 rupces, 
he that a person of the family describ 
‘ir ed could not change his religion. 
of He, moreover, said, if it were such 
S. anone, he must Know him, for 
d they were at school together ; and 
" he would send for this person (viz. 
. Avdool Messee), and prove him to 
: be an impostor. On Abdool’s go- 


ing te his house, nothing could ex- 
ceed the pkys:cian’s astonishment, 
to find him the very, person descri- 
bed, and his own school-fellow. 
They had a long and friendly con- 
versation about their former iater- 
course ; and read several chapters 
in St. Matthew, and ether parts of 
the New Testament. On Abdool’s 
answering his objections, he said, 
“This is the way I understand 
you did yesterday, silencing every 
body by reference to their own 
customs: and so I perceive Islam 
Will not stand.” He took a copy 
of St. Matthew, and desired to 
have the whole New Testament. 

Sunday, May 9.—J‘he attend- 
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ance in the afternoon was not so 
great as on seme former occasion ; 
but those who came were attentive. 
In the evening, out of the Fort, a 
greater number than ever was col- 
lected, with evident desire to hear 
the Word. ‘They checked one an- 
other, in order to preserve silence. 
One, impatient at the noise around 
him, cried aloud, ** Keep silence, 
ye accursed ! and let us hear the 
Word. Ye have six days in the 
week, have ye not, to babble and 
talk’ The subject was, This is a 
fauhful saying. Several were in 
tears. One man came forward 
and declared he would be a Chiris- 
tian. He was sick, had long been 
ill, did not expect to live lang, and 
these words comforted him. He 
had never before heard such com- 
fortable words. 

May 10.—T he above man came, 
with his wife and two children. 
He had been a soldier in the ser- 
vice of some native Prince; and 
has lingered long under wounds 
received in that service. He did 
not discover such a sense of sin as 
to lead us te give him baptism, as 
he desired. Several Mahometans , 
came and passed the day with Ab- 
dool. It has been a day of evident 
joy in the Lord with him. I was 
deeply affected by his undisguised 
relation of the alternate pride and 
despondency by which he is as- 
saulted. 

Sunday, May 16.—Fewer at- 
tended Divine Service to-day in 
the Fort. Of those who did, one 
has been an attendant for some 
time past. After worship, he said 
to Abdool, with much appearance 
of anxiety, that when he was hear- 
ing him, no doubt remained on his 
mind of the truth.of what he heard; 
but, when he went among his own 
friends, they warned him against 
the Gospel, and told him it was nat 
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‘the true Gespel, for the English 
had corrupted it. He begged Ab- 
dool-to decide this doubt for him. 
Abdool recommended prayer to 
him. Inthe evening, many col- 
lected to hear the Word without 
the Fort; and great attention was 
paid to the account of the manna, 
with its application to Christ. A 
very old woman, anative of Nujif 
in Arabia, came up to Abdool af- 
ter the discourse, and held a long 
conversation with him in Persian ; 
in which she repeatedly asked, if 
there were no salvation out of 
Christ; and, on his as repeatedly 
assuring her there was not, she 
said at last, then she must become 
a Christian, The old Soldier at- 
tended, and still professed his de- 
sive of becoming a Christian, 

Sunday, May 23.—To-day a 
child, four years old, of one of the 
Christian Families, died, ‘which 

tnuch affected all the chiidren ofthe 
School, and discomposed the 

whole house. At 3 SP. tia» Abdool 
went into the Fort, where the usual 
persons attended Divine Worship. 
in the evening, he went to the fu- 
neral of the child. 

One evening, during the prece- 
ding week, he went iuto the city. 

A number of people collected round 
him, and entered into conversa- 
tion; at length, they begged that 
he would sit down, and read them 
a chapter. He did so, and read 
the eleventh of John. One of them 
told him, «If you would have us 
become Christians, you must come 
among us, and teach us the Gos- 
pel. Come and live among us, 
and we will attend you daily.” He 
told them, he was looking for a 
house to hire. 

May 26, 1813.—A Mahometan 
came to beg that Abdoo! would go 
and look at some houses for hire. 
Hic accordingly went early, and 


Voll} 


spent the whole day in convers, 
tion with different people at diffe, 
ent places. He found a hoy 
suitable, and agreed to hire it, 4 
learned Hindoo took him asic, 
and asked him to say plainly th 
reason, why he wished to institut 
Schools, Abdool replied, he di 
not wish to conceal his design, tha 
all should become Christians ; hy 
that no force would ever be put up. 
on theit wishes. The Hindoy 
said, he believed so 3 but we ar 
sure,’ said he, «*if our childrey 
hear the Gaspel, they will forsake 
our religion; for, as itis, whenet. 
er they go amor ng the Sahibs, the; 
come Meine wishing to be like 
them. Onesays, ¢ Buy me a bug. 
gy; another says, « Let me wea 
English clothes ;’ and we are sure 
that if the; read your books, a 
they grow ups they will laugh at 
their fathers’ customs.” 

May 27.—Word was brousghi, 
that two rich Hindoos had agreed 
to pay the rent of the house which 
Abdool took yesterday, rather 
than Iet him come to live there, 
At the same time, no ill-will is ex- 
pressed, nor the least resentment 
against Abdool. 

May 29.—A Faquecr, of thie 
tribe who go naked, attended by 
10 or 12 discipt’s, came from Ju- 
adpore, and took up his abode at 
the house of the learned Hindoo, 
refered to in the memorandum of 
the 26th. ‘The above person sent 
for Abdool to talk with these Gym- 
nosophists, Abdool began with 
saying that he was ashamed ‘te 
find himself i in such company, and 
wondered they should forget the 
difference between a man and 2 
brute. The Faqueer said, they 
had attained the original state of 
man ;° for, in paradise, man wore 
no clothes. Abdool pointed out, 


that there they were without im 
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joined the Association. 










The old man pretended so were 
they, and that they had forsaken 
the world. After much argument, 
the old Faqueer begged Abdool to 
notice his humility ; 3 for, had any 
one else thus disputed with liim, he 
should have been angry! 

Sunday, May 30.—Abdool was 
anwell, yet held Divine Service 
in the Fort, and went in the eve- 
ning into the city. Nothing re- 
markable eccurred. 

(To be continued, ) 





INDiA. 
Baptist Mission. 


Yn a former number (p. 72) we gave a 
sketch of the Baptist Missionary Society. 
We now present our readers with a brief 
history of this pre-eminent Society fiom 
iis commencement; the details of which 
they will find full of inierest. 


At an Association of Baptist Minis- 
ters and Churches, held at Nottingham 
in 1784, it was resolved to set apart an 
hour on the first Monday Evenitig in 
every month for extraordinary prayer 
for the revival of religion, and for the 
extending of Christ’s kingdom in the 
world. This resolution was attended 
to for about seven years with some de- 
gree of zeal and importunity. 

In 1787, Mr. Carey was ordained 
yastor of the church at Moulton, and 
From his first 
entering on the work of the ministry, 
ifnot from an earlier period, his mind 
appears to have been deeply impressed 
with the state of the Heathen World. 
In reference to this object, he made 
himself noqenianton with the geogra- 
phy, popu lation, and religion “of the 
various nations of the earth; and with 
the labours of Christians, both of early 
and later ages, in propagating the 
Gospel. He also acquired some, con- 
siderable knowledge of various lan- 
guages, particufarly Latin, Greek, and 
Hebrew; and all seemed to be direct- 
ed to the same end. Whenever he 
met with his brethren in the ministry, 
he would seldoam omit to converse with 
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them on the importance and practicas 
Lility of missions. 

‘hese conversations, tocether with 
the monthly prayer meetin igs, wrought 
considerably on th e minds of the min- 
isters. It seemed scarely reconcilea- 
bie wiih sincerity to pray month after 
month, and year afier year, for the en- 
largement of Christ’s kin edom and to 
use no means for enlarging it. 

Abeut 1790, Mr. Carey visited Bir 
mingham, and became acquainted 
with Mr. Pearce, whose kindred soul 
entered with ardour into all his views. 
Seme ef the leading members also of 
Mr. Pearce’s church were much inter- 
ested in his proposals, and promised 
to assist him. 

In the spring of 1791, at a ministers’ 
Meeting held at Clipstone, the two 
sermons that were preached bore much 
upon this subject. One was delivered 
by Mr. Sutcliff, from 1 Kings xix. 10: 
I have been very Jealous for the Lord 
God of Hosts, &c.and the other by Mr 
Fuller, from Hag. i.2: Thus speaketh 
the Lord of Hosts, saying, This people 
say, The time ts not come, the tome thaz 
the Lord’s house should be built. At- 
ter worship was over, Mr. Carey, per- 
ceiving the minds of his brethren im- 
pressed by what they had been hear- 
ing, was very desirous, that before they 
parted they would come to some res slu- 
tion on the forming of a Missionary So- 
ciety. The only resolution that was 
formed, however, at this time was, that, 
as Mr.Carey was known to have a man- 
uscript by himon the subject, he should 
be requested to revise and print it. 

In the spring of 1792, the Annua! 
Association was held at ‘Notting cham, 
and Mr. Carey was one of the preach- 
ers. His sermon wes founded on Isa. 
liv. 1,3: Enlarge the place of thy te nty 
and let them streich forth the curtains ¢7 
thine halilations: spare not, lengthenihy 
cords, and strengthen: thy stakes - #9 wv thou 
shalt break forth on the right hand and 
on the left, gc. Having observed in 
his introduction, that the church was 
here addressed as a desclate widow, 
dweiling ina littl cottage by herself; 
that the command to enlarge her tent 








on undertaking of the khind-—- 
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contained ‘an intimation that there 
should be an enlargement in her fami- 
lysand that to account for so unex- 
pected a change she was told, that her 
Maker was her. husband, who should 
be called the God of the whole earth; he 
took up what he conceived to be the 
spiritof the passage in two exhorta- 
tions, viz. ExrEcT GREAT THINGS—AT- 
rempr GREAT THINGS. A resolution 
was passed, that “A plan should be 
prepared against the next Ministers’ 
Sleeting at Kettering, for forming a 
Society for Propagating the Gospel a- 
mong the Heathen. 

In agreeing upon a. plan, we had no 
dificultics to encounter from diversity 
of opinion, for in every thing of iIm- 
portance, there was a happy unaniin- 
viv. We conversed on all subjects, 
etihout debating en any. ‘The geue- 
ral principles on which the Society 
was formed, were, in respect of civil 
xoverment, to yield a cordial and un- 
reserved obedience in every thing 
consistent with our duty to God; and, 
inrecpeet of Christians of other de- 
nominations, to cherish a catholic 
spirit towards them, and te engage ina 
ready co-operation with them in eve- 
ry thing which did not require a sac- 
rifice of religious principle. Consid- 
ering the present divided state of Chris- 
toudom, however, itappenred to us that 
ench denomination, by exerting itself 
somaraiciy, would pe most likely te 
auswer the great ends of a mission. 
But, sofar were we from having in 
view the exclusive promotion of our 
own peculiar principles is Baptists,that 
we wore determined from the begin- 
is, If no epportunity appeared for 
sending Gut Missionaries of our own, 
that we soeuld assist other societies 
atiready ta heme, 

Some of the greatest difticulties 
viéeh we had to encounter, were the 

‘lowing: We were inexpericnced in 
ie work—we knew of no onening for 
* Inission in anv one part of the world 
raore than cnother—we had no funds 
to meet the expense that must attend 


our situ- 


3 oninanutanud part of the country 


~ 
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was inconvenient for foreign corres 
pondence—the persons who would 
have the management would live at 
such a distance from each other, as to 
render frequent consuitation imprac- 
ticable—and, finally, in forming a So- 
ciety there would be danger of its fall- 
ing under irreligious influence. From 
these and other considerations, those 
who were expected to engage in the 
work entered upon it with much fear 
and treinbling. 

On Oct. 2, 1792, the Ministers met 
at Kettering and, after the public work 
of the day was over, retired for pray- 
er. They then, in a most solemn 
manner, picdged themselves to God, 
ad to one anotier, to MAKE A TRIAL 
for introducing the Gospel amongst 
the Heathen. ‘They were not insens- 
ible of their want of experience ; but 
hoped that He whose cause it was 
would endue them with wistiom as oc- 
casions required, and guide them with 
his eye.—As to runps, they epened a 
subscription at the time, the amount 
of which, though only 13/. 2s. 6d. was 
suflicient for preseat purposes. They 
had no idea of appealing to the pub- 
lic, till a more s; ecific ebject could be 
proposed to tie consideration.—In 
respect of FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE, 
they hoped to find friends at the dif- 
ferent sea-poris, who would be willing 
to assist them; which hope has been 
fully realized. As to the difficulty of a 
number of persons RESIDING IN DIFFER- 
ENT PARTS OF THE KINGDOM ACTING 
TOGETHER, they felt themselves oblig- 
ed to encounter it as well as they 
could, and to supply the want of per- 
sonal intercourse by writing. On this 
account, however they found it im- 
practicable to have a large acting 
cemrmiitee: or for the members of it to 
ro out at certain periods, and others 
to be chosen su their stead. Finally, 
With respect to preserving the Seciety 
frou IRRELIGHOUS INFLUENCE, though 
every person v ho slruld subscribe 
fo" at onee, or 10s. 6d. per annum, 
was considered as a member; yet as 
the Committee, to whom the manager 
ment was ecilrusted, censisted either 
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of ministers, or respectable characters 
in the diflerent churches, who would 
act without any pecuniary rew ard, 
and whose places, as they should die, 
would be filied up ata General Meet- 
ing by others of like character, it was 
thought as great a preservative as hu- 
man means could suggest; and such it 
has hitherto proved. 
the first committe were, John Ryland, 
Reynold Hogg, William Carev, John 
Suicliff, and Andrew Fuller. Rey nold 
Hogz was chosen Treasurer, and An- 
rew Fuiler Secratary. 

Mr. Pearce, of Birmingham, was 
present at this meeting, and entered 
into the undertaking with all his lieart. 
On returning home, he stated particu- 
lars to his friends, who immedi: itely 

‘formed an assistant Society amongst 
themselves, and collected 70/. towards 
the fund. 

On Oct. 3], a meeting was 
held at Northampton. Mr. Pearce 
was added to the cominittee, and an 
address to the public ordered to be 
drawn up. ? 

Nov. 13, the Committee met again 
at Northampton. Here they learned 
that Mr. Jolin Thomas, who had been 
several yearsin Bengal, preaching the 
Gospel to the natives, was then in Lon- 
don, endeavouring to establish a fund 
for a mission to that country, and that 
he was desirous of engaging a com- 
panion to return with him to the work. 
The Committee resolved, that the Sec- 
retary should make inquiry concern- 
ing Mr. Thomas, as_ to his character, 
principles, abilities, and success. 

Inquiry was made, and the accounts 
which were received proved satisfac- 
tory. It appeared that Mr. Thomas 
was, by profession, a surgeon ; that, 

after having embraced the Gospel un- 
der the ministry of Dr. Stennett, he, 
in the year 1783, went out as surgeon 
of the Oxford East Indiaman; that 
while he was in Bengal, he felt a de- 
sire to communicate the Gospel to the 
natives: and that, being encouraged 
io do so by a religious friend, he ob- 
tained his discharge from the ship, 
and after learning the language, con- 
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tinued frem the vear 1787 to 1791, 
pre: whing Christ in different parts of 
the country. He described the Hin- 
doos as superstitious ; attached to what 
is called cast, and very immoral; but 
tolerant, and willing to hear whatever 
was respectfully addressed to them. 
He also mentioned a few individuals 
of whese conversion fo Christ he en- 
tertained hope; namely, Ram Boshoo, 
Mohun Chund, and Parbotee. The 

two latter were Brahmins. 

Jan. 10, 1793, a committee meeting 
was held at Keitering, when the Sce- 
retary reported the result of his inqui- 
ries respecting Mr. Themas. The 
Committee, being fully of opinion that 
a door was now open for a mission to 
the East Indies, resolved to invite Mr. 
Thomas to go out as one of their Mis- 
sionaries: and to endeavour to furnis h 
him with a colleague. Mr. Carey was 
asked, i he were willing to pes aoe 
ny Mr. Thomas? He readily answered 
in the afiirmative.,_ 

Within the last two or three years, 
Mr. Carey had removed from Moul- 
ton to Leicester, but had never lost’ - 
sight of this great object, nor conceal- 
ed his earnest desire, whenever oppor- 
tunity offered to engage in it; and 
though the Church at Leicester were 
greaily attached to him, and he to 
them, yet, when they heard of his con- 
senting to go, they could not consci- 
entiously object to it, but free'y gave 
him up, trusting in God to supply then: 
with another pastor. 

In the former part of this meeting. 
Mr. ‘Thomas was not present ; the com- 
ws however, were employed in: 

-eading his papers, which had been 
sees, Sead to them. In the eve- 
ning, he himself arrived at Kettering, 
and fully acceded to all that was pro- 
posed to him. 

The Committee then resolved to sup- 
port him and Mr. Carey, with their 
families, to the utmost of of their aot 
er, ull they should be able to support 
themselves. 

The next step was to calculate the 
expense of sending them out, and to 
obtsin the means of defraying it. The 
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e-pense was estimated at 500/., which 
sum it would be requisite to raise in 
three or four months. ‘Te accomplish 
this, the Committe frankly stated their 
plan; requesting that, so far as it ap- 
peared to be deserving of encourige- 
ment, the public would enceurage it. 
Lettcrs were addressed to the most 
active Baptist Ministers throughout the 
kingdom, requesting their coucurrence 
and assistance. The result was, tiat 
‘more than twice the sum which had 
heen asked was collected; yet, when 
the work was finished, the actnal ex- 
pense had so far exceeded the esti- 
mate, that there -~were enly a few 
pounds to spare. One principalcanse 
of this was the circumstance of Mr. 
Carey’s WHOLE FAMILY, with Mrs. Ca- 
rey’s sister, beinz induced to accom- 
pany hin. At first, it was supposed 
that Mr. Carey would go out with on- 
ly his eldest one and with a view of 
returning: but, when things came to 
a ci 1s sis, Mrs. ‘Carey consented to go 
with him, provided her sister would ac~ 
company her; and this ci: cunstance, 
though it added to the expense, vet, 
on the who! e; was considered as “fo 
vourable to the ar et. 
March: 20, 1793, a meeting was held 
at Leicester for prayer, and the sol- 


- @emn designation of the Missionaries. 


At this meeting, Messrs. Fawcett, of 
ifebden Bridge; Hopper, of Notting- 
fam; Mulls, of Sheepshead; Blundell, 
of Arnsby; Staughton, of Northamp- 
tou; Morris, of Clipstone; Yates, of 
Lesester; Bruin, of Glenn; ‘Trinder, 

{ Northampton; Wilson, of Olney; 
and Hobson, of Walgrave, were added 
td ihe C ommittee. 

Our brethren set sail on June 13, 
1793, on board the Princessa Maria, 
a Danish Indiaman. After their de- 
parluve, we had time for reflection. 

in reviewing the events of a few pre- 
roding months, we were much hnpres- 


ecd: we could scarcely believe that 


seh anumber of imp< diments had, in 
so snort a time, been removed. T he 
foray and trembling which had possess- 
dus at the outset, had insensibly giv- 
: rt sborne: 
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way to hope and joy. 
nitude of the op 


by the encouraging promises of God, 
we had found “dilfict tities subside ag 
we approached them, and ways open. 
ed beyond all our expectatious. ‘The 
thought of having done something to. 
ward enlar ging the boundaries of our 
Saviour’s kingdom, and of rescuing 
poor Heathens and Mahomet tans from 

Satan’s yoke, rcjoicedourhearts. We 

were glad also to see the people of 
God offering so willingly; some, leay- 
ing theic country; others pouring in 
their property 3 and all uniting in 
prayers to Heaven for a blessing. A 
new bond of union was furnished be- 
tween distant ministers and churches. 
Some who had backsiiden from God, 
were restored; and others, who had 
long been pouring over rag unfruit- 
fulne ss, and questioning the reality of 
their pe ersonal religion, fails their 
attention directed to Christ and ris 
kingdom, lost their fears, and found 
that peace which, in other pursuits, 
they had sought in vain. Christians 
of different denominations discovered 
a common bond of affection; and in- 
stead of waigs ys dwelling on things 
wherein they differed, found their ac- 
count in edna in those vherei they 

were agreed. In ~ ow hearts 
were enlarged; and ifno other good 
had arisen from the undertaking, than 
the effect produced upon our own 
minds, and the minds of Christians in 
our own country, it were more than ¢ 

qual to the expense. 

After many anxious thoughts about 
our brethren, ietters were received on 
July 29, 1794, informing us of their 
safe arr ival, and containing a few par- 
ticulars, as to their difliculties and 
their prospects. They met with Ram 
Boshoo soon after their arrival; but 
found to their grief that he had not 
kept himself from idols. The letters, 
on tue whole, contained as much en- 
couragement as could be expected 
Weafterwards learned, however, that 
for ihe first three or four months, Kir. 
Carey was reduced to great straits and 
trials. ‘Throuch a number of occur- 
reaces, which he could not prevent, 
the i tvesiment, which was taken out 
for theiripim edi: ate support, was sunk ; 
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and he, with his wife and fami'y, in a 
foreign land, were utterly destitute of 
the means of subsistence. ‘Taxing his 
fumiiy with him, he went about lorty 
nieseast of Calcuttaina boat. F eb. 
6, 1794, he stopped at Dehatta, the 
residence of the late Charics Short, 
Esq. who afterwards marriec his wile 's 
sister, and whose generosity and kind- 
ness, ma time of such extremity, ought 
cever to be forgotten. 

In this neighbourhood, he built him 
a eg or tent, and thought of tak- 

eland, and of cultivating it for his 
‘ Hs yt; but early in March, he re- 
ceived a letter from Maida, inviting 
him to ge, with his family, and t take 
tle oversight of an Indigo-fae tory. 
His colleague also, Mr. Thomas, who 
had stoppe alat Caiculta, under an i- 
dea of supporting himself by his pres 
fession, rec elved, a little before.a sim- 
Uarinvitation. Circumstanced as they 
were, they couldn ot but consider it as 
an interposition of providence in fa- 

sur both ef them and their “object, 
and according: y con mpl ed with it. 

This unde: tuking, however, occa- 
sioned some reflections at home, chict- 
ly among those who were not so fully 
acquainted with the terms on which 
the Missionaries left ‘heir country; 
which were, that they were to be -*¥ 
ported by the Society till they shou!d 
he able to support themselves. Con- 
scious as they were of acting from the 
piwest motives, the fears which were 
entertained by some lest they should 
get entangled in worldly pursuits, griev- 
ed them. The strain in which Mr. 
Carey wrote in his Journalat the time, 
is sufficiently expressive of his disinter- 
ested regard for the Mission. “What 
is there,” savs he, “in allthis world 
worth living for, but the presence and 
service of God? I feel a burning desire 
that all the world may know this God, 
and serve him. Oh! how long will it 
be ere I shall know so much of the lan- 
guage of the country, as to preach 
Christ crucified in it!”—«I am resolvy- 
ed to write to the Society, that my cir- 
cumstances are such thatI shall not 
meed their future support, and to de- 
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vo‘e a sum monthly for the printing ot 
the Bengalee Bible.” 

Mr. Carey was not able to set oif for 
Malda till: iay 23, 1794. While thus 
detained, he sceis to have felt much 
from the want of Christian Socicty, 
and of being able to preach to the na- 
tives; and yet to have been greativ 
mapperies. “T seem,” says he, in his 
Journal of April 8, “ to be east out of 
the Chris sti: in Worid, and am: unnble 


yet to spea uk with anv advanteve to the 
heathens. I have no friend to sti: Up 
or encourage jie ji the thines ef Go. 


Phe intideiity 
ine: they tellime, tha 
of the natives is impossible. In 
land, I sheuld not be discouraged by 
the sayings of uibelievers; but here, f 
have no Christian Fiiend to synipe- 
thize with me, noram Lable to make 
preaclung the Gospel: All 
W ithout ! is poV os 


of prerepen ms crieves 
tthe conversion 


Lit- 


the trial by 
my h rope is in God. 


‘er, no European could possibly be 


converted; and his power can convert 
any Hlindoo. ‘When! reflect that HE 

liath stitred me up to the work, and 
wrought wonders in pre pering the 
way, Lean hope in his promises, and 
am encouraged and strengthened.” 

It was observed, that, under all the 
triais of the first vear, our dear broth- 
er, in hiscommunications to the Soci- 
ety, made the least of them; and was 
much more concerned !est they should 
be discouraged, than for any thing 
which he himself endured. 

Arriving at Malda on June 15, he 
found himself in very agreeable socie- 
ety. Next day, he preached twice in 
English, and his friend and calicague, 
Mr. Thomas, met him. His pleasure 
was greaton thisoccasion, being heigh- 
tened by the recollection of the last 
six months. “TI feel,” said he, “as if 
released from a prison, and restored to 
the joys of Christian Fellowship.— 
Surely the Lord is not thus making 
room for us, and removing every dif- 
ficulty out of the way, without some 
gracious designs towards us.” 

Mr. Carey then accepted the super- 
intendance of an Indigo-factory at 
Mudnebatty,and Mr. Thomas of ax- 
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other at Movypauidiggy, both in the 
neighbourhood of Maida: aud cove- 
nants were granted to them by the 
British Goverment. Letters were then 
sent to England, expressing great 
pleasure in their being able to decline 
ut present a y further assistance, and 
hoping that the funds of the Society 
would be einp'oyed in another Mise 
Sion. 
(To be continued.) 


oxw: SAD CURED UES 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE 
My the Editor of the Religious Intellis 
Zener. 


Dear Sin—You will oblige by insert- 


ing the fo''owing in the Religious 

Intelligencer. 

“ Ata meeting of s undry centlemen 
micrasted in the welfare of the Owhy- 
lean vouths now im this country, hol- 
den at Ne ~w-Haven, June 21, I 316, 

Voted, That Rev. Messrs. Charles 
Pi ntic e, Jose ph Harvey, and wala 
Morris, Esq. be, and are hereby ap- 
point ted a Board of Trust, to take 
charge of the youths who are in this 
couniry from the Sandwich Isles, pur- 
suing an education; and to superin- 
tend their concerns; to recetve and 

appropi yate any donations made for 
thei ir benefit: and in all respects to 
haye full powers as a board of trust, 
subject only to the Board of Commis- 
gioners for Foreign Missions, and to 
report to that Board.” 

« Ai tes st, 
Lywaw Dencaen, Chairmen. 

In pursuance of the above vote, the 
subscribers beg leave to re «pest the 
Christian public , who feel interested 
in these heathen youths, and are wil- 
ling to ard in their support and édu- 
ention, to transmit any donations, ci- 
ther in money or articles of ¢ lothing, 
to the above named Board of Trust, 
who will see that such donations are 
faitifully applied to the object speci- 
fied. This request is made, because 
these youths are not conside red com- 
peient to manage in the best manner, 
pectuiiary or ether concerns; and do- 


nations made directly to them, will 
be of little or no real benefit. 

Any donations left with Rev. Mer Ts. 
Merwin aad Taylor, of New-Have 
will be by them transmitted to the 
subscribers. 

Crarztes Prentice, 


JoserH iLARVEY, > Trustees: 
JAmes Morais. \ 


Extract of a Jetier dated Norfolk, Liich- 
frelid C alg uly 27 ° 
“ The reviva' goes on with astonish- 
ing Success in iorrineton, and sili 
continues at _Povringford. Perhans 
you know that Mr. C. is going throuch 
this co: auty for the purpose of forming 
Societies for the education of [Herthen 
Children in India, especially orphans, 
He meets with great success. in this 
iown we have subseribed to pay 15 
dollars annually. The peopie are 
much delighted with the ebject. They 
have done generously in neighbouring 
towns, but not so much. The more | 
see of this people, the more I am 


sn . . . . 
preased with their intelligence and 


pie iy .— Recorder. 
7 oe 


Tie American Bible Society. 


Ata meeting of the Board of Managers 
ofthe American Bible Society, convened 
in ihe Ciiy-Hall, New-York, the 15¢h of 
July, 1816, General Mathew Clarksoa, 
View’ yerceets in the chair, 

Resvlerd, “Vhat ‘his Board will proceed 
without delay to carry into execuiion the 
object contemplated by the Convention 
which formed the Society, viz —** To fur- 
nish great districis of the American conti- 
neni with well executed Stereotype rt 
for tbe cheap and extensive diffusion of the 
Scriptures, through regions which are now 
scantily sup} ied at a discouraging eX» 
pense; and that ia order to facilitate the 
accomplishment of this important but ex- 
pensive object, the Board will not, ad pres- 
ent, appropriate any part of their funds to 
the purchase of Bibles for immediate distri- 
bution. 

Resolved, that the Bible Societies through- 
out the Union, as well as individuals, are 
respectfully and earnestly solicited, to aid 
the Board inthe prosecution of this ardu- 
ous undertaking, by pecuniary contribu- 
tions. By order of the Board, 

“JOHN B. ROMEYN, Sec’ry 
for Domestic Correspondence. 
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The following geatlemen bave commvuni- 
cated tothe secretary of the Socie:y their 
high approbation of the objeers of ihe in- 
stiuion. and ‘heir aceepiance of the office 


ef Vice-Presifent: Hon. John Langdon, 
New-Hampshire : fis Pxceliency J. bo Cy 
mib, Governor of Connecticat; Ton. 
John Jay, of Sew York; Joseph Nourse, 
Esq. of ‘he District of Colambia; Hon. 
Judge Washington, of Virginia; Hon, C. 
C. Pinckney, of Sou h-Carolina. 
Extract from a late Sermen of Dr. 
CG, nag 

“tf we drop a dol’; arinto the treas- 
urvof the American Bible Seciety, it 
will turn tea Bible, and find its v a\ to 
Incia, and will travel while we sleép. 
if we 0 another, it wili become 
a Bible and make its way to South A- 
merica, soerlawes pestage or risk. Thus 
God has & vened a deor by which we 

Smay pour upon tl he Heathen, the bles- 

* sings of the Gospel as fast as we please 

and need not ke bounded bv any other 

limit than our ability and incitnation. 

One Bible will shed u pou 2 beniehted 
family, a light which wil radiate 

through a neighbourheed, and descend 

from generation to generation. And 
who is too peor to give a Bible? It 
has been computed by these who have 
passed through our ceuntry to seareh 
out its wants, that no less than five 
hundred thousand Bibles are wanted 
in the United States, to furnish each 

_— with one, that each man may 
rave 2 Bible to lie upon his dying pil- 

low. Do we hear this, and shall we 

sleep ? Theve ought to be two Bible 

Societies one of males and the other 

of females, formed in every town, and 

villase, and hamlet in America. 

And into one of these every person 

but actual paupers ought to come.” 
Ought there not to bea Bible Soci- 

ety in New-Haven. 

We regret. that our limits will not permit 
us to publish the whole of the eloquent 
address, from which the following ex- 
tracts are made, delivered before the 
Newark Bible Society, June 30, 1816, 
by Joseph C. Hornblower, Esq. 

It would give me pleasure, on this 
eccasion, did time and information 


permit, to exhibit to your view the 
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rise and progress of the numerous ia- 
stitutions throughout -the Christian 
wor!d, whose unanimous and benevo- 
lent object it is, to amelioriate the un- 
happy comiition of ven, and she 
thread the light and knowledge of tl. 
giorious Gospel ef Christ. Here wi 
see the hand of charity extended tor 
the relief of sufiering hum anity in ail 
its vast variety of wretchedneess: the 
poor are clothed—uie huner; fed— 
the sick are visited—the icneorant nm: 
instructed. There we behold ne }»i- 
ous Missionary going forth with this 
precious volume in his hand; and the 
incssage. of Ife and salvation on hie 
tongue, to erect the standard of th 
everlasting gespel in heathen lands. 
See! le plants it on the very spot, 
wiere late the wretched victims cied 
upon the funeral pile!—The gospel 
banner waves already on the plains of 
Asia, andhai!s the dawn of universal 
triumph. Scarce can we turn our 
eyes to any part of the habitable globe 
vhere efforts are not m: king to en- 
lighten the I ations, and lead them to 
the knowledge ef the one living and 
true God. And whiie Chi’ istianity, iti 
the true spi itof its unb ound ed chari- 
ty, is aiming at the entire ce struction 
of satan’s kinecom throu gh out the 
world: the benevolent mind ts celight- 
ed to behold her cflorts at home te 
carry the knowledge of the Scriptures 
—the balm of consolation—the elad 
tidings of the gospel, with all its be- 
nignant joys, intoevery cottage, inte 
every heart, At home and abroad— 
in America and in Lurepe, we cis- 
cover one grand, noblé, and united 
effort in this geod and common cause 

[Speaking of the British and foreign Bi- 
ble Society. | 

Already has that Seciety, under the 
blessing of Heaven,issved intothe world 
more than one mi//ion “ ies of the word 
of life ; and during the last year, it has 
expende d above 400,000 ¢ ollars in the 
henevolent work of printit gand trans- 
lating the Bible—in more than sixty 
difierent languages it is already print- 
ed; and borne as on angel’s wings, 
las carried the glad tidivgs of salya- 








>. 
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uon, toas many nations of our worid. 
Already has its bright exampie, its uni- 
versal benevolence, like that of its Au- 
thor, extended the holy flame, that 
burns upon its altar, from sea to sea, 
from land to land, from continent to 
continent, until it has embraced a 
world. America, our beloved coun- 
try, early caught the fire, and kindled 
its sacred = with holy aiespel 


a76 


inertre dq and | fi wenty Bible Sooi icties he ive 
arise upon Our country, to shed thei 
jedan iniluence upon her sons ome) 
saugnsers. 

Yet, more remains to be told-—to 
you, indeed, it is known aiready—but 
ket it be rey eated on earth—in Heaven 
—perhaps “tis sung on harps ef Gold. 
Our Amenica has arisen in the glory 
ef her Christian zeal; in Uie strength 
of her national character, and pro- 
claims the AmpricaAN BipLe Sociery, 
-as the siandard of her moral glory— 
she has opened a treasury for the Lord, 
and invites her sonsand her da: iwhters 
te come up to her he!n. The rich | 
man’s bounty—the Baal man’s pit-* 
tance, and the widow's mite, cast into 
this treasury, will issue thence in ten 
thousand streams of life and salvation 
toa pee ishing world. Yes, my Chris- 
tian “riends, my respected feliow-citi- 
ZCUS, [ heal it, the brightest morn—the 
most glorious day that ever beamed 
upon my beloved country. In this 
opinion, 1am not alone—in this hope 
{ will rejoice, till experience shall 
prove iis fallacy and check its ardour. 
Dear ¥ me 2 few minutes, while f 
brieliy notice the grounds upon which 
I build this hope. I will not stop to 
reason with the infidel—tI point him 
to facts. Did infidelity, with all her 
boasted reason and philanthropy, ever 
exhibit such a glorious confederacy 
nas that in which the friends of the 
Dis_e throughout the world are now 
engaged—no treason lurks unseen— 
no bloody arena marks their progress 

—no party or sectarian zeal can 

prompt their efforts. The pious Cath- 
olic—the devout Protestant—the E- 


_piscopalian and the Presbyterian—the 


Baptist and the Methodist, and all the 
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vast variety of sects that form the 


christian world, cheerfully laying a. 
side their peculiar tenets, and with 
one heart and one sentiment, engaged 
in promoting the univers sal diffusion 
of the scriptures, without nete or com. 
ment. ‘To which of those selfish, dis. 
cordant passions of the human soul, 
that have so long distracted the world, 
tearing asunder the ties of natu: re, 
demolishing the temples of religion, 
an turning our earth into one vast 
eceldama of blood, will the infidel or 
the casuits ascribe this crand confed- 
eracy ? In vain shall we search for 
the motive that prompts the united e: 
fort, either in the natural benevolence 
of man—in the pride of Opinion, or 
the ambition of statesmen. Itis the 
ofispring of Heaven—it:* the influ- 
ence of tue Holy Spirit—it is the wor 
of Goa. ' r 


eee ee 


Who would not be a Christian ? Who but 
now 

Would share the Christian's 
his hope ? 

His trinmph is begun ! ’Tis his to hail, 

Amid the chaos of a wartd convulsed, 

A nev creation rising ! *Mid (be gloom 

Of general confiiet, vice, and wreichedness, 

He maiks the Morning Star—he sees the 
ast 

Empnepled with its clories—hears a trump, 

Loner than all the clarions, and the clang 

Of horvid war, swelling, and swelling still 

In lengthening notes, its all-awakening 
call : 

The trump of jubilee !—Are there not signs, 

‘Thunders, and voices, in tte troubled air? 

Do ye not see, upon the mountain tops, 

Beacon to beacon answering? Who can 
tell 

But all the harsh and dissonant sounds 
which tong 

Have been—are still—-disquieting the earth, 

Are but the suning of ihe varying parts 

For the grand harmony, prelusive ail 

Of that vast chorus which shall usher in 

The hastening triumph of the Prince of 

Peace ? 

His shall be the kingdoms 

shall come, 

Ye scoffers at his tarrying! Hear ye not 

Even now the thunder of his wheels >—A~ 
wake, 

Thou slumbering world! Even now the 
symphonies 

Of that blest song are floating thro’ the air; 

‘¢ Peace be on earth, and glery be te God."’ 


triumph and 


—Yes; He 
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